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ARARIO GALLERY SEOUL
NOH Sangho: HOLY

Title : HOLY

Artist : NOH Sangho (b. 1986)

Dates 1 29 February (Thu) — 20 April (Sat)

Venue : ARARIO GALLERY SEOQUL (85 Yulgok-ro, Jongno-gu, Seoul, Korea 03058) 1F, 3F, 4F
Artworks : 40 works in total (Inc. painting, sculpture, video, and installation)

[Media Enquiries]
PARK Miran, Deputy Director, E. miran.park@arariogallery.com
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1. Exhibition Overview

ARARIO GALLERY SEOUL presents NOH Sangho’s (b. 1986) solo exhibition, entitled HOLY, from February 29 (Thu) to April
20 (Sat), 2024. The exhibition delves into the artist's latest works, where he crafts a unique painterly realm using low-
resolution images sourced from the internet. Featuring the artworks created in 2023 and 2024, the exhibition explores
the artist’s interpretation of the awe or fear that arises when Al-generated images deviate from established norms,
likening these moments to a form of mythical holiness. Through his art, NOH contemplates a shamanic identity that
navigates the realms of digital and analog, celebrating the miraculous nature of scenes born from technical glitches.
Occupying the 1st, 3rd, and 4th floors of ARARIO GALLERY SEQOUL, HOLY spans various mediums—including painting,

sculpture, and video—to offer a comprehensive and varied exploration.

2. Exhibition Theme

X _Please use the Google Drive link on the first page to access and download the individual images.

HOLY — The Age of Al-Generated Images, Ambivalent Emotions of Wonder and Fear

Working with the digital media environment as a core reference, NOH strives to respond
simultaneously to the impacts of unfamiliar technologies. Beginning in 2021, he integrated
3D video production techniques into his practice and, in 2022, began to utilize results from
Al image generation programs as a subject matter for his paintings. This indicates that shifts

in his creative approach consistently coincide with the advent of new media technologies.

Advancing beyond the conventional method of surfing the internet for images, the series

| S SN N——
:grys(zggz;’ HOLY (2022-) emerged from the intuitive selection of images produced by Al, drawing them
Acrylic on canvas onto the canvas
116.8x 91 cm '

HOLY series is the result of actively embracing the presence of Al, a newly emerged creative
entity in today's digital imagery. Since the majority of the materials Al uses for image creation
are photos and movie stills floating online, the reconstructed images resemble the real world

while completing more dramatic scenes. Currently commercialized Al image generation

programs are trained to produce outcomes that look 'realistic', often resulting in robust

I L scenes akin to photographs. However, due to the imperfections of technology, they also
NOH Sangho
HOLY (2024) create bizarre images that slightly deviate from the logic of the real world, such as a deer
Acrylic on canvas
116.8x 91 cm with two heads, a person with six fingers, or a giant burning snowman. Thus, one faces

images that depict unreal things in a realistic manner. NOH Sangho sees the wonder and
horror presented by specific scenes created by Al through the lens of myth and religious

holiness.
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On the Borderline of Digital and Analog — With One Eye on the Virtual, and the Other on Reality

NOH Sangho
HOLY (2024)
Acrylic on canvas
300 x 300 cm

NOH Sangho

HOLY (2024)

3D print

35 x 25 x 25cm, Ed. 1/10

NOH Sangho
HOLY (2024)
4 channel video
1 min, Ed. 1/10

NOH Sangho

HOLY (2024)

Acrylic on vintage wardrobe,
water based paint on wood,
fabric, candle, Approx. 225.5
(h) x 224 x 275 cm,
Dimensions variable
(Collaborated with KIM
Donghee)

The HOLY series starts from a collection of images generated by artificial intelligence (Al),
NOH frequently inputs his own existing artworks into an Al image generation program to
prompt reinterpretation, rather than relying on textual prompts. This innovative method
involves selecting particularly compelling images from the Al's output and transposing them
onto fresh canvases to create new paintings. A recurring motif in this series is the 'burning
snowman,' an image originally conceived by the Al that has become emblematic of the
collection's overarching themes. This striking symbol, a large figure of a burning snowman,
is repeatedly depicted, signifying the series' core concepts. These enigmatic and fantastical
visions, impossible to encounter in the tangible world, move from the realm of digital

screens to achieve a renewed existence on the painted canvas.

NOH Sangho describes his work as "analog painting with a digital screen always attached to
it," underscoring the importance of integrating digital elements while fundamentally
cherishing the act of painting. For the production of the HOLY series, he employs an airbrush
for the first time. This tool, known for spraying paint, is considered suitable for replicating
the smooth, solid appearance of Al-generated images, offering a medium that
accommodates intuition and chance unlike traditional brushes. His experimentation with oil,
watercolor, and acrylic paints enriches the textures on the canvas. In certain works, plaster
is used to add volume or create a rough texture, thus accentuating the tactile qualities of
the materials. This method heightens the contrast between the sensation of digital images

on a screen and the tangible experience of viewing actual paintings.

The HOLY series is reinterpreted in various formats, focusing on painting, and extending to
sculptures produced with 3D printers, videos created using 3D animation software, and
installation works. The installation piece presented on the 4th floor of ARARIO GALLERY
SEOUL features a vintage wardrobe collected by the artist, which serves as the canvas for
the artwork. After painting on it, the artist completes the piece by integrating various
elements such as wooden structures, tapestry, and candles. The wardrobe is situated at an
angle against a pillar within the exhibition space, giving the impression of elements bizarrely
intertwined due to a technical error—a representation of the glitching phenomenon found
in games. The overall work is intended to resemble a strange altar. It presents and visualizes
within a physical space an example of the surreal events that occur in the digital virtual

world.
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3. Installation

X Please use the Google Drive link on the first page to access and download the individual images.

Installation view of ARARIO GALLERY SEOUL (1F)

."\ e .\h 3

Installation view of ARA-RIO GALLERY SEOUL (3F)

Installation view of ARARIO GALLERY SEOUL (4F) Installation view of ARARIO GALLERY SEOUL (4F)

4. Artist Introduction

NOH Sangho has constructed a unique artistic realm centered around paintings derived from images floating in the online
sphere. By collecting, replicating, and transforming the images encountered daily in the digital virtual world of the

internet, he reinterprets them into analog art forms, including painting, sculpture, and video. Images optimized for the
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rapidly updating social media timeline—low-resolution and low-capacity—are freely consumed and reproduced by the
masses. With the continual evolution of media technology, aged digital images inevitably deteriorate into blurred, broken
pixels. Images gaining popularity become 'memes,' seamlessly integrating into the daily lives of many, irrespective of
their originality or authorship. The more widely an image is circulated, the more likely it is to be ensnared in the artist's

collection net.

NOH Sangho's creative process reflects the artist's contemplation on how images are consumed and created within the
conditions of our time. The act of reviving ephemeral digital images into tangible artworks prompts a reflection on the
categories of art and the definition of creation. The Great Chapbook series, which NOH has consistently presented since
2014, is a collection of paintings that combine daily drawings into one scene and color them with oil paint. The painting
process involves arranging the icons from about 30 drawings accumulated each month onto the canvas to construct a
larger landscape. While maintaining a regular production of 365 drawings and 12 paintings annually, he continues to

create separate paintings, sculptures, and video works in a systematic manner.

NOH Sangho was born in Seoul, Korea, in 1986. He earned his BFA in Printmaking from Hongik University in 2013 and his
MFA in Fine Arts from Seoul National University of Science & Technology in 2022. He has held solo exhibitions at
prestigious venues, including ARARIO GALLERY SEOUL (Korea, 2024), ARARIO GALLERY SHANGHAI (China, 2023), ARARIO
MUSEUM in SPACE (Korea, 2018), SongEun ArtCube (Korea, 2017), and SeMA West Warehouse (Korea, 2016), among
others. His work has been featured in group exhibitions at institutions such as the lImin Museum of Art (Korea, 2023;
2018), ARARIO GALLERY SEOUL (Korea, 2023; 2021; 2016), Isetan The Space (Japan, 2022), and many more. NOH's early
recognition came from being selected for the National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art's Young Exploration in
2014. He was an artist-in-residence at the SeMA Nanji Residency in 2015 and participated in a Hungary-Korea artist
residency exchange program in 2016. He was awarded the Lee Sang Wook Prize by the Korean Contemporary Printmakers
Association in 2016. His works are in the collections of the National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art’s

Government Art Bank, Koo House Museum, ARARIO MUSEUM, among others.

5.CV

NOH Sangho

Born in 1986, Seoul, Korea

Lives and works in Seoul, Korea
Education
2022 MFA Fine Arts, Seoul National University of Science & Technology, Seoul, Korea

2013 BFA Printmaking, Hongik University, Seoul, Korea

Selected Solo Exhibitions

2024 HOLY, ARARIO GALLERY SEOUL, Seoul, Korea
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2023 THE GREAT CHAPBOOK, ARARIO GALLERY SHANGHAI, Shanghai, China
2018 THE GREAT CHAPBOOK II, ARARIO MUSEUM in SPACE, Seoul, Korea
2017 Magic Wand, Songeun ArtCube, Seoul, Korea
2016 THE GREAT CHAPBOOK, West Warehouse, Seoul, Korea

Daily Fiction — Tracing, Studio Concrete, Seoul, Korea
2015 Quadruplets, Kigoja, Seoul, Korea

2012 Freehome Project X Nemonan, Freehome, Seoul, Korea

Selected Group Exhibitions

2023 Humanism Reimagined, WWNN, Seoul, Korea
GodZzilla the Art by Parco, Gallery X by Parco, Tokyo, Japan
Hysteria: Contemporary Realism Painting, llmin Museum of Art, Seoul, Korea
Romantic Irony, ARARIO GALLERY SEQUL, Seoul, Korea
2022 Yeosu International Art Festival, Yeosu Expo Convention Center, Yeosu, Korea
Shining, Lotte Department Store, Dongtan, Korea
VOICE: Nero 10th Anniversary, Isetan the Space, Tokyo, Japan
2021 Forét, ARARIO GALLERY SEQUL, Seoul, Korea
The 13t Hesitation, ARARIO GALLERY CHEONAN, Cheonan, Korea
Post Archive Faction (PAF): Final Cut, ARARIO GALLERY SEQOUL, Seoul, Korea

2020 Elsewhere, Atelier Hermeés, Seoul, Korea
II-MMXX 2020, Hall1, Seoul, Korea

2019 POP/Corn, Daegu Museum of Art, Daegu, Korea

To the Moon with Snoopy, Lotte Museum, Seoul, Korea

2019 PACK: Adventure! Double Cross, Post Territory Ujeongguk, Seoul, Korea
2018 Summer Love, Songeun Art Space, Seoul, Korea

Flip Book: The Revolutionary Animations of 21st Century, llmin Museum of Art, Seoul, Korea
2017 B-Cut Drawing, Kumho Museum, Seoul, Korea

Layer and Spaces, National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Gwacheon, Korea

The 5" Amado Annualnale, Amado Art Space, Seoul, Korea
2016 Intuitive Landscape, ARARIO GALLERY SEOUL, Seoul, Korea

A Gap of Episodes, Project Space Sarubia, Seoul, Korea

Concept: Zero, Korea Cultural Center, Budapest, Hungary

SeMA Nanji 9" Review: Experiment & Expression, Seoul Museum of Art (Buk-Seoul), Seoul, Korea
2015 /documents, Audio Visual Pavilion, Seoul, Korea

Evolved Museum: the Former Belgian Consulate, Seoul Museum of Art (Nam-Seoul), Seoul, Korea

Goods 2015, Sejong Center, Seoul, Korea

Today’s Salon 2015, Common Center, Seoul, Korea

Short Story Long, Space Willing N Dealing, Seoul, Korea

Nanji Art Show V: The Sealed Room Incident of Nanjido, SeMA Nanji Residency, Seoul, Korea
2014 Young Korean Artists 2014, National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Gwacheon, Korea

The 2" Amado Annualnale, Amado Art Space, Seoul, Korea

House of Dispersed Layers, Garage, Seoul, Korea
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2013 Marchen Cart Project, SFAC Seoul Art Space Seogyo, Seoul, Korea

Zero Sign, Hongik Museum Art, Seoul, Korea
Residencies
2016 Hungary-Korea Cultural Center Residency, Budapest, Hungary

2015 The 9t SeMA Nanji Residency, Seoul, Korea

Awards

2016 Lee Sang Wook Prize, Korean Contemporary Printmakers Association, Korea

Selected Collections

Government Art Bank, National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea
Koo House Museum, Korea

ARARIO MUSEUM, Korea
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